1205. 



In response to the Office Action dated August 16 , 



2 000 (Paper No. 16), please amend the application as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS: 




Please cancel Claims 



Please amend claims 2, 7-11, 23-25 and 27 as 



follows : 




^5^| 2.- (Twice Amended) A DNA encoding [the] a protein 



comprising the amino acid sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: 




7. (Tv^\e Amended) A process for producing a 
protein comprising [cm] t>he amino acif^ sequence [represented 
by] of SEQ ID NO: 2, comprising: 

selecting\the ^transf ormant according to claim 

6; \/ 

culturing tikev brans formant in a medium to 
produce and accumulate the^ protein comprising the amino acid 
sequence^ of SEQ ID NO: 2 in culture; and 
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recoveririgMsaid protein from the culture, 



8. (Twic A Amended) A[n] composition comprising an 
oligonucleotide comprising a 15 mer portion of the nucleotide 
sequence of the DNA according to any one of claims 2 to 4 and 
a diaqnostically or pharmacologically acceptable carrier . 




9. (Twice Amende^) Afp] composition comprising an 
oligonucleotide comprising mer portion of a nucleotide 

sequence complementary to the DNA according to any one of 
claims 2 to 4 and a diagnostica^ly or pharmacologically 
acceptable carrier . 



10, (Twice\ Amended) A diagnostic method for 
detecting [mRNA corresponding to a nucleotide sequence 
represented by SEQ ID NoY 1] an IgA nephropathy , comprisingj_ 

selecting [Yhe] an oligonucleotide [according 
to claim 8] comprising 15 m$r portion of the nucleotide 
sequence of DNA selected f roirL the group consisting of DNA 
encoding a protein comprising the amino acid sequence 
represented by SEQ ID NO: 2, DNA comprising the nucleotide 
sequence represented by SEQ ID NQ ; 1 , and DNA which 
hybridizes with the nucleotide sequence represented by SEP ID 
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NO: 1 under strungent conditions; 

selecting an olignucleotide comprising a 15 mer 
portion of a nucifteotide seguence complementary to DNA 
selected from the Woup consisting of DNA encoding a protein 
comprising the amino acid sequence represented by SEP ID NO: 
2, DNA comprising tha nucleotide sequence represented by SEP 
ID NO: 1, and DNA which hybridizes with the nucleotide 
seguence represented by\sEO ID NO: 1 under stringent 
conditions ; and \ 

using said \oligonuleotides in a [Northern 
blot] reverse-transcriptioA-polymerase chain reaction to 
detect mRNA corresponding to\ the nucleotide sequence 
represented by SEQ ID N0:1 . \ 

11. (Twice Amended) A diagnostic method for 
detecting [mRNA corresponding to\a nucleotide sequence 
represented by SEQ ID NO: 1] an IdA nephropathy , comprising 

selecting [the] an\ oligonucleotide [according 
to claim 9] comprising a 15 mer portion of a nucleotide 
sequence complementary to DNA selected from the group 
consisting of DNA encoding a protein! comprising the amino 
acid sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: 2, DNA comprising the 
nucleotide sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: 1, and DNA 
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which hyb ridizes wYth the nucleotide sequence represented by 
SEQ ID NO: 1 under astringent conditions : and 

using Wid olignucleotide in a Northern blot 
to dete ct ioRNA corresponding to the nucleotide sequence 
represented by SEQ ID N® ; 1 . 



23. (Amended) [The] An oligonucleotide [according 
to claim 8 which] contoris res l ing a 40 mer portion of the 
nucleotide sequence of\the DNA according to any one of claims 
2 to 4 . 

24. (Amended) [The] An oligonucleotide [according 
to claim 9 which] compris [ efe ] ing a 40 mer portion of [the] a 
nucleotide sequence ^omp^me\|itary to the DNA according to any 
one of claims 2 to 4. 



25. (Amende^J^ftThe] & composition comprising an 
oligonucleotide [according to c]\aim 8] comprising a 
nucleotide sequence which corresponds to a 5 1 -end side 
nucleotide sequence of the DNA according to any one of claims 
2 to 4 and a diagnosticallv or pharmacologically acceptable 
carrier. 
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